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The Presbyterian Messenger 

First Presbyterian Church 
436 E 2nd St 
Salem OH 44460-2816 

Rev. Meta S. Cramer, Pastor 

Sunday,  December 16 
The Third Sunday in Advent 

 

The Haviland Choir will present 
άA Festival of CarolsέΣ  

arranged by Joseph M. Martin. 
 
Scripture:  Genesis 3:8-15, 17-19; Genesis 
22:15-18; Isaiah 9:2, 6-7a; Isaiah 11:1-4a, 
6-9; Luke 1:26b-35, 38; Luke 2:1-7;  
Luke 2:8-16;  Matthew 2:1-12; John 1:1-14 
 

Liturgist: Brad Stephens 
 

 
 

Dear Friends, 
 

 Advent has gotten off to a wonderful start!  Many, many thanks to Cheryl McDevitt and Barbara 
Yonker and all who helped make άTinsel and Talentsέ such a wonderful event.  Many, many thanks also to 
Jayne Bricker, Sue Skiba, Cheryl McDevitt, Lois Dunn, and Gary Kekel for their work with the Pres-Bees Chim-
ers, the LOGOS Bell Choir, and the Praise Choir.  All of them performed so well for us during yesterdayΩs wor-
ship!   
 

 Unfortunately, I had to postpone my annual Advent Open House due to SteveΩs bad cold.  You are in-
vited to our home on Sunday, December 16 instead; please stop by between 4 and 7 p.m.  We look forward 
to welcoming you!  You may park on the west side of South Lincoln Avenue.  Earlier in the day, weΩll all enjoy 
our Haviland ChoirΩs presentation of άA Festival of Carolsέ during morning worship.  If you arenΩt feeling the 
άChristmas spiritέ yet, this worship service should do it! 
 

 The άspirit of Christmasέ has at its foundation the amazing truth that God became incarnate in a hu-
man being who was born into a particular time and place.   I am especially fond of Eugene PetersonΩs transla-
tion of John 1:14 in άThe MessageέΥ  

The Word became flesh and blood,  
      and moved into the neighborhood. 
May the Word be abundantly present and welcomed in our own neighborhoods in the coming days! 
 

Blessings, Meta 

Sunday, December 23 
The Fourth Sunday  

in Advent 
 

Scripture: Micah 5:2-5a 
 Psalm 80:1-7 
 Luke 1:39-55 
 

Sermon: Looking Out for 
 the Little Ones 
 

Music: Haviland Choir 
 

Liturgist: Lynn Zocolo 
 

  
 

Monday, December 24 
Christmas Eve 

The Sacrament of the LordΩs 
Supper at 7:30 and 11 p.m. 

 
Scripture:   

Isaiah 9:2-7; Luke 2:1-20 
 

Homily:   
How God Tickles Our Feet 

 

Liturgists:   
Julie Mackall, Lynne Peterson 

 

  
 



Prayer Concerns 
 

Greg Cerny (Lucy WorksΩ brother-in-law), 
Elaine Chipurn (Mickey BuckΩs cousin), 
Kevin Chumney, Alex Evans (Lucy WorksΩ 
friend), Berneda Fitch, Hayden Johnson, 
Gretchan Lindsay (Carol RicciardiΩs 
niece), Russell Loudon, Tim Loudon (Barb 
LoudonΩs husband), Dorothy Malarchik 
(Marilyn HerronΩs sister), Sally Mason, 
Jacob McKinley (Lucy WorksΩ cousin), 
Beverly Mosher, Gavin Palkovich (Joe 
and Sue SkibaΩs 6 year old cousin), Ellie 
Parker, Katie-Adam-Frankie Pawlosky 
(Jim and Ruth NewmanΩs daughter and 
family), Clarence and Joan Reed (Sue 
SkibaΩs parents), Maria Ricciardi (Carol 
RicciardiΩs mother in law), Cody Roman 
(Kathie BakerΩs grandson), Ann Sandrock, 
Ron Scott (Meta CramerΩs friend), Carol 
Shaw (Gloria ShaferΩs mother), Bruno 
and Kay Stanga, Alberta (Dolly MillikinΩs 
aunt), Sue (Dolly MillikinΩs friend), Teresa 
Turney (Dolly MillikinΩs daughter), Pete 
Whitman, (Kim ColianΩs father), Kristina 
Yonker (Barbara YonkerΩs daughter in 
law) 
 

Special Care Facilities 
 

Birchaven Village: Jean Leimbach, 
15100 Birchaven Ln #124, Findlay OH 
45840 
Brookdale Salem: Pat Butler, 305 
Copeland Oaks: Jim and Marty Hollinger,  
7106; Genevieve Benson 
Courtyard: Shirley Devan, 101 
Inn at Ironwood: Jeanne Smith, 6699 
Ironwood Blvd, #125, Canfield OH 44406 
Lake Vista at Cortland:  
Margaret Sheets, Apt 105; 303 North 
Mecca St, Cortland OH 44410 
Salem East Healthcare Center:  
Ken Burrier, 106A, Janice Olmstead, 223 
Village at Westerville:  
Bruno and Kay Stanga; 215 Huber Village 
Blvd, C100,  Westerville OH 43081  
 

Military 
 

MAJ Pawlosky, Adam 
HHC, 2-137th CAB, (155 ABCT) 
APO-AE 09330 

 
 
 

Happy Anniversary! 
 

Congratulations to Fred and Phyllis 
Denton on the celebration of their 
60th Wedding Anniversary on De-
cember 20. 
 
 
 

 
Dear Friends, 
Thank you for your generous contri-
bution of 230 pairs of socks that you 
donated to The Salvation Army. Car-
ing friends like you are the heart and 
soul of The Salvation ArmyΩs mission. 
To be honest, we couldn't minister to 
struggling men, women, and children 
in our community without you. I 
canΩt help but be moved by the way 
you stood with us this past year to 
bring help and hope to people beat-
en down by life. Here at The Salva-
tion Army, we continue to provide 
services to those during the Christ-
mas Season and even after the sea-
son has ended. We realize that there 
are new challenges that are springing 
up every day as we work to meet the 
tremendous needs of our communi-
tyΩs poor. And our ability to respond 
depends completely on the generosi-
ty of friends like you. I know and real-
ized that there are many good causes 
that you could support. However, I 
again want to thank you for partner-
ing with The Salvation Army to bring 
help, hope and healing to neighbors 
in need. God bless you, 

Lieutenant Gene Spence 
Corps Officer 

 
 

 

 
Four years ago Cheryl McDevitt sug-
gested that the Worship, Music, 
and the Arts Committee revisit the 
Sunday night holiday music perfor-
mances by church members. Meta 
suggested that we include visual 
arts as well and Tinsel & Talents 
was born. Thanks to Cheryl's perse-
verance this has become a beautiful 
tradition at FPC on the first Sunday 
night of December. Thank you to 
Cheryl for gathering the performers 
and arranging these entertaining 
shows. Discovering the visual artists 
among our members has amazed 
me.  It has been a pleasure to dis-
play your work which includes so 
many beautiful and varied medi-
ums. I especially thank the Deacons 
and the Worship, Music, and the 
Arts Committee for providing the 
huge spread of food and goodies 
that seemed to be ΨwooshedΩ up 
immediately after the show.  Every 
item was delicious. Tinsel & Talents 
night continues to give me so much 
pride in our church and such grati-
tude to spend a peaceful spiritual 
evening together.  My thanks to all 
who volunteered. 

Barbara Yonker 
_____________________________ 
 

 
By action of the Session, a Congre-
gational Meeting for the sole pur-
pose of electing Church Officers will 
be held on Sunday, December 30, 
immediately following worship. 

Church Information: 
Phone: 330.337.9555 / Fax: 888.386.2321 
Website: www.fpcsalem.org 
Facebook: First Presbyterian Church of Salem, Ohio 
You Tube: www.youtube.com / FPCSALEM 
(Service streamed Live at 10:30 a.m. on Sunday.) 
Cable TV Channel 1021: Service shown on Sunday (1 & 9 am), 
Monday (1 am), Tuesday (3 am, 12 & 4 pm), Wednesday (1 am,  
4 & 9 pm), Friday (1 am), Saturday (3 am, 12 & 4 pm) 



Environmentally Friendly  
Gift Suggestions 

 

Here are some gift suggestions you might consider when 
choosing gifts for your friends or family this Christmas.  IΩm 
sure you can think of more. 
 

 ̧Reusable beverage mugs-hot and cold 
 ̧Reusable grocery bags 
 ̧Reusable produce bags (I have seen these in the pro-
duce departments) 
 ̧Compostable or reusable K cups (on Amazon) 
 ̧Dryer balls to use instead of liquid fabric softener or 
sheets (on Amazon) 
 ̧Reusable lunch bags 
 ̧Stainless steel straws 
 ̧LOCAL raw honey 
 ̧LOCAL maple syrup 
 ̧Rechargeable batteries and battery charger 
 ̧Potted herbs or other plants 
 ̧Compost bin 
 ̧Glass storage containers (to use instead of plastic con-
tainers or Ziplocs) 
 ̧Fruit baskets 
 ̧Bird feeders/bird seed 
 ̧Garden supplies, tools, seed packets 

 

And when wrapping those gifts, use: 
 ̧Reusable gift bags 
 ̧Holiday themed reusable shopping bags 
 ̧PLEASE limit your use of tissue paper or rescue it and 
use it again! 
 ̧Remember to recycle any wrapping paper you do use 
 ̧Recycle those cardboard boxes (do remember to flatten 
them before putting them into the bin) 

~ Youth News ~  
Sunday School: (Pre-K through Grade 12) 
Advent Together Time on December 16 and 23 in Fellow-
ship Hall talking about The Jesse Tree. 
 

Pres-Bees Youth Club: (Pre-K through Grade 5) 
4:30-6 p.m. on Sundays / Meal at 5:30 p.m. 
 

Dec 16   Regular Gathering — Christmas Party 
 

LOGOS: (Grades 6-12) 
5-6:30 p.m. on Sundays / Meal at 5:30 p.m. 
LOGOS Bell Choir Rehearsal, 4:15-5:00 p.m. 
 

Dec 16   Regular Gathering — Christmas Party 
 

LOGOS Fundraiser: Window Clings — Ϸп 

Giving to the Christmas Joy Offering doesnΩt 
provide the fun of buying gifts for children, 
but it does provide for  tomorrowΩs and yes-
terdayΩs leaders. Please give prayerfully and 
generously.  

Dec 16 Advent Music Program during 10:30 worship.  
Haviland Choir and Guest Musicians will present 
άFestival of Carolsέ by Joseph M. Martin. 

 

Dec 16 PastorΩs Open House  
 4:00-7:00 p.m. at home of Steve and Meta 

Cramer, 781 South Lincoln Avenue — You may 
 park on the west side of South Lincoln Avenue. 
 

Dec 17 Tapestries of Ohio Concert at 7 p.m. in the 
Sanctuary. Mike Newman is part of this choir. 
Free. 

 

Dec 24 Church Office closes at Noon 
 

Dec 24 Christmas Eve Services at 7:30 and 11:00 p.m. 
 Candlelight and Communion at both services. 
 Childcare at 7:30 p.m. only 
 

Dec 26 Church Office Closed 
 

The Salem First Presbyterian Church WomenΩs Associa-
tion will meet this Sunday, December 16 at 9:15 a.m. in 
the Church Library. Please send a representative. 

Per Capita is an assessment paid to General Assembly, 
Synod, and Presbytery for each member of the congre-
gation. Per Capita funding is how Presbyterians mutually 
share the costs of coming together to discern the SpiritΩs 
leading for the future. It is how Presbyterians are 
trained to become better elders and ministers. It is how 
Presbyterians discern GodΩs call in their lives. The Per 
Capita Apportionment due for the year 2019 for First 
Presbyterian Church in Salem is based upon reported 
active membership at the end of the year 2017, which 
was 288. The amount for each active member is $32.00. 

2019 Offering Envelopes are available in Fellowship 

This past November, Steve and I were privileged to lead 
a group of pilgrims on a tour that included Nazareth and 
Bethlehem, where the Word indeed became flesh.  We 
are currently planning a tour of άHoly Britain,έ including 
holy sites in both England and Scotland, for late Septem-
ber 2019.  Please let us know if youΩd like to receive an 
itinerary. ~ Meta Cramer 



December 

12 / Weds         12:00 November Circle (Salem Golf Club) 
  7:00 Haviland Choir (S) / MenΩs Study (110) 
 
13 / Thurs 7:00 Finance (107) - Review at 6:45 
  
15 / Sat  2:00 Memorial Service for Donald Stamp (S) 
 
16 / Third 9:00 Adult Bible Study (110) 
Sunday of 9:15 Sunday School (FH) — The Jesse Tree 
Advent                9:15 WomenΩs Association (107) 

   10:00 Coffee Hour (FH) 
   10:30 LordΩs Day Worship — Haviland Choir 
     and guest musicians — άFestival of Carolsέ 
     4:30 Pres-Bees Christmas Party 
     5:00 LOGOS Christmas Party 
 

17 / Mon 6:30 Boy Scout Troop 3 (B) 
  7:00 Tapestries of Ohio Choir Concert (S) 
 
19 / Weds 5:00 Scout Light for Life Dinner (FH) 
  7:00 Haviland Choir (S) / MenΩs Study (110) 
 
20 / Thurs 7:30 Regular Session Meeting (107) 
 
23 / Fourth 9:00 Adult Bible Study (110) 
Sunday of 9:15 Sunday School (FH) — The Jesse Tree 
Advent             10:00 Coffee Hour (FH) 
             10:30 LordΩs Day Worship 
 
24 / Mon Church Office closes at Noon 
Christmas 7:30 and 11:00 Candlelight  
Eve  Communion Services (S) 
 
25 / Tues   
Christmas 
 
26 / Weds Church Office Closed 
 
30 / Sun 9:00 Adult Bible Study (110) 
             10:00 Coffee Hour (FH) 
             10:30 LordΩs Day Worship followed by 
  Congregational Meeting to elect officers    
 
31 / Mon Church Office closes at Noon 

January 
 
 

 
 

 
1 / Tues  Happy New Year! 
 
3 / Thurs 7:00 Committee Night: CE (106), 
  Mission I & S (FH), Property (107), 
  Worship, Music, Arts (109) 
  7:00 Salem Bird Study Club (110) 
 
4 / Fri  9:00-4:00 Quilt Group (107) 
 
6 / Sun  9:00 Adult Bible Study (110) 
  9:15 Sunday School 
             10:00 Coffee Hour (FH) 
             10:30 LordΩs Day Worship 
 
7 / Mon  6:30 Boy Scout Troop 3 (B) 
  7:00 Board of Deacons (107) 
 
8 / Tues  8:30 am Investment Committee (107) 
             10:00-9:00 United Quilt Guild (FH) 
 
9 / Weds 6:00 Carillon Ringers (200) 
  7:00 Haviland Choir (S) / MenΩs Study (110) 
 
10 / Thurs 7:00 Finance (107) - Review at 6:45 p.m. 
 
13 / Sun 9:00 Adult Bible Study (110) 
  9:15 Sunday School 
             10:00 Coffee Hour (FH) 
             10:30 LordΩs Day Worship 
  1:00 Scout Crossover (FH) 
  4:15 LOGOS Bell Choir (200) 
  4:30 Pres-Bees Youth Club 
  5:00 LOGOS 
 
14 / Mon 6:30 Boy Scout Troop 3 (B) 
  7:00 Congregational Care (107) 
 
16 / Weds 6:00 Carillon Ringers (200) 
  7:00 Haviland Choir (S) / MenΩs Study (110) 
 
17 / Thurs 7:00 Regular Session Meeting (107) 
 
 

Salem Community Pantry / Monday, 9-Noon; Thursday, 4-7 p.m. 
ITEMS NEEDED: Peanut Butter, Plastic Grocery Bags.  Place items in Fellowship Hall. 

Happy Birthday! 
Elizabeth Thatcher (13), Jim Gibbs (13), Marge Wright (15), 

Charles Gibbs (27), Juanita Latham (29) 

Happy Birthday! 
Karl Wright (4), Sally Mason (7), Jan Bethel (9), 

Curt Mosher (13), Terry Rufer (28) 


